Reality Check

What skills do actually need fora
dﬁfhlrﬂﬂﬁlg?nuw

The digital and design world is well and
truly changing. Roles are merging into
emerging

architecture, wireframing... The list
goes on.

ORr Courses SHOrIng you the right sidl
YOur courses you
set and mix to deliver you to the creative

Lowstse Lanefon i & corsuiiard af Portialio
Recrdiment, an Auckand-based

recruitment agency that specialises in the
anctvertistrgd design and digita tndusry
e porifoliorecruill cong or ermal Louise
hotrse@Eportfolionecril cone
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Aaron Goldring
CREATIVE DMRECTOR.
THIBAL [HXE
What programmes [ skills
should a new web student be
locusing on?
[ think it's impoetant for students
b cherhogn n wriche ramge of skills
50 Wy have options when they
grachuate Obvicushy having
SOrTHE Sl of the dirsclion
thesy veoulcl ke thedr career W
developis important, but what
i me=aliy boking bor is passhon,
sell motivation and the abilsty
to communicate, rather tham
mastery of a list of applications.
Having sald that, ol course
there ks a minimam set of skills
that i ane boalking for: with
designers ifs the ablity o use
the core Adcbe applications
A Tor chevelopers i good feed
for a range of languages, himd,
JvvaSeript and flash

Fant wiven hiring grachaates
we're ol looking for the
finisked product wene [ooking
foor o Ladeayl Lhiat we can work
with and develop

Jonathan Tillick
HGITAL MRECTOR DAVE
CLARK DESIGN ASSOCIATES
Howr can a student of web
design ensure thelr shills ane

nebevant when they graduate?
Blincily finding good sources of

weedts chesign information ondine
can b tough at times Start by

feryclimg che=sigr work: you ke
and fimd cast more about the
peopde hal Creabed i and the
toaols Lhey used By following
them and thelr extended
ruetwiorks an Tumblr, Flickn and
Tweitter wou'll start (o disoover
the soot of work that insplres:

them and how they produce it
Troritber (veah | know — enough
aboul Twilter, okl dudes) can e
a great casyeal wany to connect
Wi A pOgabE, SOITHSOTHES
oo likedy bo fCK wou 140
characters of insight than replhy
o el arsod e il

Expose yoursell ioa rangs
of work and look cutside of
jruare visuad chesiEn o ik
disciplines relabesd o usability
and user experience. writing,
architecture and Scienoe
Abocoklike The Design of
Everyday Thivigs by Donalkd
A Marmman my not discuss
e |atest tesChnodogy, bul his
thinking will help you leam
T s o looking ot the
oijects arcund you That
approach tothinking is more
Tmbeshess wan B! 10 Cresabe
the pertect glass shacdiow

Take ary opportunity
your can totalk to, o just
listen bo, pecple who ane
passionate and aré the best
at whuat they dao It might be
designing websites, or mayie
i's someons whos perfecting
L perbect pleea oven Learn
from thedr experiencs and
attituche bo new challenges

Werry bess about Knowing
every last feature of the Adocbe
suxibe and more about lorming
O nbons Aot Bow youid want
a website tobehave i you were
% e user. Mabke yourse!
srouur o client, Try selling
something online of bullding
an asthentic Tollowing i your
favourite online nebwork
Experiment with different
approaches and technologhes
ancl refie (L as you go, See
wihich visual and functional

lcbaas work and which donl
= and try to guess why

Thiesr wihen yoaie Sol Sormes
wotk to show off, make yoursel!
a portiolio that isbeautiful and
functional o demanstrabe what
wou've leammed. Your pobeniial
empioyer isbusy = ausable
clesign shows You appreciabe
that. Make i Deaubiiul toood
course. Show some crazy
experirmEal work B you
belleve s demonstrating yoir
undque skills = bul make that
A et of yoar portiolic
raifer than the portiolbo
structure itsell Unless you'ne
leckingg for a carees basicling
sites for architects — i which
Case, you know, st gonuts

Jerry Beale
GROUP ACCOUNT DMRECTOR.
MARKET LUNITED
Whien loeoking to hire a
graduate digital student, what
wwoiild be the main stand out
Teature for you?
For a nation that prides itsell
o bedrgg nnovative, NE 5
[alling significantly behind in
how our bisinesses utilise
and apply digital media and
digital communscations,
particularly social media
This probatly explains why
we are sodesperately short
of anything approaching
seasoned digital talent

That betng said, becausa
uptake of digital media from
wedy Beowsing 1o social media,
increasinghy via mobibehand:
huled chirvicns, i high amoog
CONSAITIETs, lvere are & ol
more graduaties ooming o
the workioroe wilh good
digital unclerstanding
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The sort of qualitses wed
kook for would vary slighthy
cleperding on e role we
were lnoking tofill Clearly an
acoount executive or digital
procluces will russc a cdifferent
set of skills 1o a digital designes,
useabilily expert or developer
Howiser assuming Basic
reqiisite skills are present, |
kook for a genuine passion and
fscination for all things digital
- covering webbased to mobile
and other transportable
platbormms As evichenos of
this, ol expsect boSee active
participation through Twitber!
Faoetxook, i Blog or Sormes olher
relevamt forum. id also like
therm 1o be able 1o hawve some
PErEpECtve on what's Coming
e |atest lechnical Innovations
and ground brealdng new
appications, and the Emgact
hese meay of may not hane
Eevin Kelly said in his
serrinsal ook Mew Rl for
the New Econamyy, that the
wersatile magic of digitisation
makes aleost anyihing
possible That's what makes it
0 eunciting and that's exactly
e energy we hook forl

Steve Martin
CREATIVE DIKECTOR,
TERABYTE

C55 is the hot new package to
wiork on here — do you think
thils will remosve the need for
Mac ops?

A will OS5 B the hees
kmeees ™ WL ket me pat my
et up on mmy ek engoy my
flat white as it designs a welsibe
with a touch of a button?
Wil possibly nol. bul with
e e ImMpeoseTTend s and

bosols it whill albowr mie to spend
miare thime on being creative
than cholag Ul painihal, tme
Consuming and repetitive lasks
Forusing primarily on
Photoshop CS5, well certainly
be wpgrading to this verston
{from C530as It has lashings of
delightiul enfancements, the
new realness of the brushes,
comlent aware fill (oh, yeahf
ard e poweriul pholo
Cofmectlon Fools Lo nammss a bessr
There could also be a real
hbchchesr g whth the 'C5 Live
online services providing
a range of tools incheding
codlaborative environments
between clients and designers,
browser lesting reviewing
wiar ko and onling statistics
Femoving the mead for
Mac ops, 11hink not. the tools
are good bast not perfect
There isstill the nead for
the human towch, that litthe
it ol clietadl A purposeul
impeerfection that only a real
eye and hand can deliver
I arm abways of e rmind
that these are just tools.
Imgrovherments to them
e weleonme, s ey will
undoubtedly alles usto
[ocis mone on the idea and
RvE 1S Tode tirme fo puesh
and challenge ourselves
gt e neal Benedit will
b for ouE Clhents, a5 simgple
tasks won't oost an amm and
a b just a few fingers

Pep Zuijderwijk
CREATIVE DIRECTOR.
SALTED HERRING

What can a (nteractive design)
student show you — that will
blow you away?

1 veould be blown avwany by

a student who can think
Brcarich the tricks and eflects
il are usually associabed
with digital media. A bot of
shucherts in this area touch
o e different aspects and
dlisciplines of digital media,
bl @it Sueck in just measbering
e different types of (ools
Great students are able bo
focans O an hche Ty wiaml
o communicate and pick
the right toals toexpress this.
Arndd unlerstanc ancl cleserly
hiche theedr shortoomangs. You
need tounderstand the toolks
essgerniaadly bl 1 Clon expect
e to master them all right
away. [Us all aboant kdeas

Jonathan Bardsley
ART DIRECTOR. TANGD
COMMUNBCATIONS
D peersomality really
come into play for you when
recruiting for web?
Al the end of the day the value
of a product is realised in the
tiral ressull, The proof of the
pudding s still in the sating
1o paraphrase the old clichd,
anch that stancls ire o wely
ciesigners. Thedr websites and
thitir portiolic tedl their story.
1t oSy T mualber wial kKingd
of person vou ane, if you
cleliver gresal looking websibes
tieat fumctom wedl You are
dhoing a great job Sure, gelting
o With & bearm. not being a
Pretentiows torumed creative
ks always an upsed for your
cageer but at the end of the
clay your sites define how
wall you dio your job
Persomality §5 a Bonus Well,
tial’s my oplaion armyway,



